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Car Parking in Winchester  
A survey by Win ACC  Transport  Group  

At the meeting in May 2010 WinACC Transport Group decided to do a survey of 

use of parking spaces.  

Method  

¶ We downloaded a map of all Winchester car parks, and capacity details from 

the council website.  

¶ Where electronic roadside signs refer to specific car parks the figure was 

noted. 

¶ All the other car parks were visited: we counted empty spaces in those that 

were over 50% full, and occupied spaces in those that were less than 50% 

full. 

¶ A quick spreadsheet calculation gave us both empty and occupied spaces for 

each car park. 

¶ Each monitoring took about 90 minutes.  

¶ Monitoring happened in the early afternoon when occupation was at its 

highest and overall numbers were stable. 

General Observations  

¶ Overall levels of occupation appear to be low. 

¶ The main distinction between long-stay and short-stay is unhelpful. It 

generally seems to mean that in short-term car parks it is not permitted to 

stay for more than four hours (with the exception of Middle Street and the 

Brooks). Many long-term car parks offer fees for short periods however (1 

hour), in River Park for a lower rate than some short-stay car parks. Only St 

Peterõs offers a fee for half an hour. The Park-and-Ride off-peak all-day fee 

is the equivalent of 1h 40mins in most central car parks, so many short-term 

parkers could park more cheaply there. 
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¶ The electronic signs at the entrance to the centre understate the number of 

spaces available. The short-stay numbers include only St. Peterõs and 

Friarsgate. All other short-stay car parks (even the Brooks which has 

electronic monitoring) are not included. Long-stay electronic figures at the 

entrance to the City refer only to Tower Street and Chesil Multi-Story.  

 

¶ The electronic figures for Tower Street appear to overstate the spaces 

available. They reach the maximum of 522 long before the car park is 

empty. 

¶ Drivers prefer to use open car parks in the centre of town and resist multi-

storey car parks. More positive encouragement may be necessary if multi-

storey car-parks are not to remain relatively empty. The most densely-used 

car parks (open single layer - Colebrook Street, Middle Brook Street) are the 

most wasteful of space and the most intrusive. 

Pattern of Use  

I have divided car parks into two groups: those in the centre of town, and those on 

the edge of town. I include figures for use on Friday 14 May, Saturday 15 May, and 

Tuesday 1 June. On all these days there is an overall low level of occupancy, on the 

Saturday only 34%, on the Tuesday just over 51%. On all days all the cars parked 

in the centre could have been accommodated on the edge of town. Indeed nearly 

all the cars parked in the first group of car parks could have been accommodated 


