
Hampshire Climate Action Network 

Saturday, 30 April 2016 

Minutes  

Those present agreed to share email addresses 

1. Round table - our groups and main current activities 

Noted that we need to focus on what gets most impact for least effort: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The group also reminded itself of the difference between energy consumption and 
carbon dioxide emissions.  

As a rule of thumb the carbon dioxide emissions from electricity obtained from the 
national grid are 2.5 times more than from fossil-fuel gas for generating the same 
amount of energy (kWh).  

To go into these minutes, Bob Whitmarsh from Winchester Action on Climate 
Change helpfully sent two pie charts of energy used and emissions created in 
Winchester district for 2013, saying “…You can see they are quite different 
because of the impact of emissions from grid electricity relative to the other 
contributions. I’ve used figures that exclude motorway traffic because it can be 
argued that a lot of this traffic is passing through the district. [You] may be 
interested to see, as regards emissions from road transport, that the contribution 
is around 1/3 of the total for the district although when motorway traffic is 
included the % goes up to 46% of all emissions.” 
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Energy consumption in Winchester district for 2013 (GWh) based on government figures at 
local authority level.  Transport energy was estimated from the ratio between transport 
emissions that included and excluded motorway emissions.1 

The split of carbon dioxide emissions in Winchester District in 2013 that exclude emissions 
from vehicles on motorwaysError! Bookmark not defined.. 

 

  

                                                      
1
 Whitmarsh RB, 2015. Greenhouse gas emissions in Winchester District: Part V. Estimates and trends (2005-

2013)  A summary. 15 pages. WinACC report for Winchester City Council. 
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2. Air quality 

Particulates = little black things – are worst for health though only the smallest add 
to global warming.  There are different sizes.  The smaller they are, the worse for 
health and the worse for global warming.  PM10 are over 10 microns, PM25 over 
2.5 microns (1 micron is 1 thousandth of a millimetre). 

“NOx”= nitrogen oxides 

What are people doing? 

Martin recommended app Cleanspace tag which measures carbon monoxide, an 
indicator for climate change 

Southampton recommended air quality as a way to get message over and 
highlighted these lessons from their activities: 

 emphasize the impact on babies, toddlers  

 get the information out! 

 “clean Air Southampton” launched 13/4/2016 – a Smogmobile drove round 
Southampton in rush hour and measured emissions to be 50% above EU limit for 
Nox 

 Client Earth took to court and won.  Minister must act. Select Committee 
report this week attacked Gov. 

 Lesson from smoking – when passive smoking was proved, it was the threat of 
lawsuits and the cost of insurance that induced employers to support legislation 
for change. 

 Role of industrial farming e.g. fertilisers/pesticides  

Things people can do: 

 Get it on the political agenda  

 Get it on the political parties’ agendas  

 Be your trade union green rep 

 Tell your union you want them to act 

 Apply national stats to your area – 200 die in Southampton, 40 in Winchester 

 Keep saying so! 

 Publish/publicise maps (your council will have them) 

 Check “Britain Breathing”  

 Keep writing to local papers 

 Tell stories to make it real about real people 

 Use photos  

 Work with your local Director of Public Health, and Health and Wellbeing 
Board, to publicise information and influence 

 Look at the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment - and impact on kids and quality 
of life 



 Liz Batten/Colin/Jenny → send information about actions in Southampton 
and the Smogmobile. 

3. Pensions and divestment from fossil fuel  

WinACC would be pleased to hear of anyone who is a current or retired local 
Government employee whose pension is in Hampshire’s Pension scheme to co-
ordinate pressure for divestment. 

See WinACC website http://winacc.org.uk/topics/national-and-global/divestment-
big-business-and-economy for info on big investors taking money out of fossil fuel. 

Pension advisers need to consider divestment for financial reasons – cannot take 
account of morality. 

4. Community renewable energy 

Martin Heath, Basingstoke opened debate on how to get more community energy 
projects. He is involved with Hampshire Renewable Energy Co-op (HREC) which can 
do scheme for community groups or help groups do their own.  

Discussion included these points: 

 HREC enables community to invest and returns to community 

 HREC got largest number of supporters for wind farm a Bullington Cross – still 
rejected by Councils 

 Karen suggested that if councillors make public statements for or against a 
form of power e.g. wind, they might be challenged if they then vote on a 
specific planning application. However Cllr Martin Biermann was challenged for 
voting on the Bullington Cross wind farm and the Standards Committee weren't 
worried. 

 Latest DECC survey shows large public support for renewable energy (unlike 
fracking!) 

 Affected by Gov. policy shifts.   

 Wind 

o is one of the most popular energy sources - and the cheapest 

o One local resident is taking Forest of Dean Council to Judicial Review for 
wind farm on grounds of no community support (though it was a 
community deal) 

 Solar  

o on roof tops of large commercial buildings is next? (90 MW potential in 
Basingstoke = 10% of electricity consumption) 

o In Italy, solar PV alongside motorways. 

o Schools can do if HCC approves (they now say they can advise) 

o If a roof rental agreement – ‘secondary lease’ so if school need more 
bureaucracy, not just governor’s agreement 

o HREC wants to collect a package deal of roofs  

http://winacc.org.uk/topics/national-and-global/divestment-big-business-and-economy
http://winacc.org.uk/topics/national-and-global/divestment-big-business-and-economy


o Alton got grant from Rural Community Energy Fund for feasibility works 
(there is also an Urban Community Energy Fund) 

o Those who use the building don’t own it, so little incentive 

o Need to link to Energy Price Index 

o Gill got to schools in New Forest (some governors oppose!) 

o Under 1 Mega Watt (MW) is permitted development rights 

Things people can do: 

 Get your school to approach HCC 

 Tell HREC of any large roofs, esp. if new build, so HREC can approach (not just 
schools) 

 Emphasise the educational benefits in schools 

5. Fracking 

 Report of geological and geophysical surveys shows unlikely to be worth 
fracking in Hampshire 

 Have been two exploration licences i.e. to drill but not to frack 

 Lymington has someone who has painted an anti-Fracking van! 

6. Other action to influence national Government?  

Solent Urban Area needs better transport links and a strategic plan for local 
transport. Portsmouth to Southampton rapid transport. Reduce congestion on 
M3/M27 by improving rail.  Rail not just for commuting 

Things people can do: 

 We need to work with our local authorities - our interests overlap on this.  

 Doesn’t cost local Gov. anything to argue for better rail 

 Rail franchise documents are one way to influence 

 Bring air quality and transport together 

 MPs will be interested in Air Quality 

 Maria Miller brought lead transport people together – biannual partnership 
meetings now organised by Council 

7. Making climate change an issue in May local elections 

 Bob Whitmarsh reported that WinACC surveyed candidates in the local 
elections. It was a lot of work and needs careful planning/thought. More here 
http://winacc.org.uk/news/2016-04-30/local-election-candidates%E2%80%99-
views-climate-change 

 Alton confronted individual councillors and publicised their replies. 

 It made candidates think about it 

http://winacc.org.uk/news/2016-04-30/local-election-candidates%E2%80%99-views-climate-change
http://winacc.org.uk/news/2016-04-30/local-election-candidates%E2%80%99-views-climate-change


 Remember to use MEPs too! 

 Get friends to vote in EU referendum 

8. Devolution 

  keep an eye on devolution and implications for climate change 

9. Hampshire County Council  

 Cllr Rob Humby has replaced Sean Woodward as Environment portfolio-holder 
at HCC.  

 Tell Chris@WinACC.org.uk of ideas that we might put to HCC 

10. Next meeting  

CH to ask Giles Gooding to book a room in Eastleigh in September.  

 

mailto:Chris@WinACC.org.uk

