
Hampshire Climate Action Network 

Notes of six-monthly get-together 14 July 2018 

Present: Liz Batten, Phil Gagg, Jenny Griffiths, Mark Hancock, Christine Holloway, 
John Hubbard, Anna Mellor, Henry Mellor, Bob Whitmarsh 

Apologies: Karen Barratt, Tom Brenan, Martin Heath, David Knight, Andy Molloy, 
Brian Shorter 

1. Ideas on recycling 

Ways to attract attention and get people to interact on a stall: 

 Use plastic straws to create a hat / a sculpture. Southampton created a mobile 
of rubbish on a pole which attracted attention. 

 Southampton recycling quiz circulated with these notes – feel free to use / 
adapt) – give the answers on the back so that people have facts to take away. 

 WinACC’s Rubbish Game was popular – people (especially children) sort rubbish 
into containers against the clock for a prize. Equipment: A bag full of rubbish; 
5 labelled containers (“bins”); stopwatch; information sheet about recycling; 
signs to display showing explanation, entry price, rules and how to win; prizes. 

2. Enterprise M3 Local Economic Partnership  

This covers the New Forest and north half of Hampshire, down to half of 
Winchester. 

They commissioned a report on how to save energy and cut emissions and invited 
people to a workshop.  

They say they want to invest in Clean Energy but we don't yet know what that 
means.  

They are working with some other LEPS, though not Solent. 

Action 

Phil Gagg will circulate information when he knows more. 

3. Air Pollution (and transport) 

Many thanks to Liz Batten and Southampton for organising a special HampshireCAN 
event for air pollution activists on 28 June. This gave much useful information but 
didn't develop a plan of action. 

Action 

 Liz will create a mailing list of all who attended 28 June or expressed an 
interest. 

 We should involve academics – incl. Universities of Southampton and Winchester 

 Liz and Phil will liaise to arrange a follow-up event for activists with a clear 
outcome: how to work together to get the message out 



 We should be planning now for an event on Clean Air Day 2019 

 Could we publicise air alerts? Red/amber/green displays, like signs that show 
number of places in car parks 

 “There is no safe level of pollution” – “we need air that’s fit for human 
consumption” 

 Ways to work together / network to get added value from collaborating might 
include: 

 Share things - expertise, monitors, the cost of hiring a Smogmobile 

 Press for a regional Clean Air strategy / extension of No Idling 

 Get joint messages, joint actions, joint branding 

 Set up a group to liaise across Hampshire – is Facebook better than an email 
list? 

 Involve Bournemouth and Poole which are on the list of 45 towns in the 
Client Earth legal action? 

 Create a list of people who are willing to share expertise  

 Create a web-page with links to stunts, ideas, descriptions, and people on 
the list 

 Have a “core” group who can email each other asking for people who have 
done what you’re thinking of doing 

 Chris H will organise this at the same time as sending out a notice to comply 
with GDPR rules 

4. Hampshire County Council Commission of Inquiry into 2050 

HCC is setting up a Commission of Inquiry to “..make recommendations on a 
Vision for Hampshire 2050 which will guide and contribute to the future 
prosperity, quality of life, and protection and enhancement of the character 
and environment of Hampshire” (see pages 145-149 at 
http://hampshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/g739/Public%20reports%20pack
%2005th-Feb-2018%2010.30%20Cabinet.pdf?T=10) 

Agreed: 

 We should submit evidence as HampshireCAN.  

 Our evidence needs to reflect national and local carbon targets for 2050 
and County Council, district and parish council policies on climate change 

 And needs to reflect the per capital carbon footprint of Hampshire, which 
is higher than most places in UK and the world 

Action 

 All to comment to Chris Holloway at HCAN@winacc.org.uk on first draft thoughts 
(sent with this email) from Henry Mellor by 17 August 2018. 

 We should also submit evidence from our individual organisations. 
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5. Making off-gas-grid homes more energy-efficient 

Why change? 

 People need to plan how to replace their oil-fired system before it breaks down 

 Incentives for moving from oil include: cost (capital and revenue); reducing 
hassle; evening the cost over time; reliability; feeling virtuous because 
reducing emissions; availability of subsidies for some people to get on grid / 
Renewable Heat Incentive. 

 We need a matrix that shows the advantages, capital and revenue costs of each 
option. E.g. does electricity cost more than gas? Are both cheaper than oil? 
What's the cost of the initial installation? Ideally would also show what the 
future might bring, not just current cost/benefits. 

What to change to? 

 Get onto the grid – NB role of energy providers. 

 Create a community solar “farm”, might cost less than a gas pipe 

 Biomass – NB Renewable Heat Incentive. 

 New better more efficient electric heating – NB electricity is getting cleaner – 
emissions predicted to be less than natural gas by end 2019 

 Heat pumps – air, ground or water sourced - air is least hassle (and can cool as 
well as heat!) 

How to get the message out 

 All our websites 

 Reach people doing up their homes through estate agents, Building Control, 
Development Control when apply for planning permissions 

 Use free posh magazines aimed at people in large rural housing 

Action  

Energy Alton offered to work on this on behalf of all in HampshireCAN. Bob 
Whitmarsh offered to help. 

6. Other updates from groups across Hampshire 

Several people commented on the difficulty of maintaining motivation when 
change is so slow and the need to find new people with energy – but agreed that 
change does seem to be happening…  

Alton 

 A campaign to reduce plastic use 

 Work on electric vehicles 

 Plan to show “Demain” (Tomorrow), a film with a positive message 

 Energy Alton home energy-saving work is focusing on new home owners who 
they reach via developers 

 For small commercial enterprises e.g. shops they organised an Energy Saving 
Trust workshop  

 Are also doing Eco-church (more at https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/ ) 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/


New Forest (including news sent by email) 

 Plastic Straw Amnesty/Ban the Plastic Straw campaign   - very successful with 
110 businesses within our area having given up plastic straws.  Some of our 
schools have been particularly persuasive in this.  One of our members has 
produced a plastic straw sculpture from the straws collected which will be on 
display at the New Forest Show.   

 Air Quality Campaign - members been active at Southampton Clean Air Day on 
21 June and had successful presence at Totton Fun Day.  Also attended the 
clean air seminar at Southampton University - overall an excellent event with 
some of the information given regarded controversial at times. 

 Children's Art Competition titled 'Wipe Out Single Use Plastics in the New 
Forest'.  A lot of interest from schools and individual young people.  At least 
100 entries and very high standard. 

 Preparation and planning for the New Forest and Hampshire County 
Show three day event where we have a stall.  Display will include:  winning 
artwork from Children's Art Competition; information on air quality including 
local campaigning, information on single use plastics and so called 
biodegradable materials; plastic straw sculpture from the plastic straws 
collected; Alupro aluminium can bin on display plus a competition 'guess the 
number  of cans' in a block of compressed aluminium cans. 

 A326 Rushington Roundabout in massive breach of acceptable air quality 
levels.  About to be subsumed into Southampton's Air Quality Management Area 
and so will be subject to government funding.  

 Wildlife Trust “A Passion for the Planet” initiative 

 NFFoE co-ordinator meeting with NFDC Councillor with portfolio for 
Environment  fixed to discuss air quality issues. 

 Another ongoing Consultation document called Managing Recreation in the 
New Forest - regarded by New Forest Association as a tick box exercise. 

Southampton 

 Recycling quiz developed 

 Churches are taking joint action to install solar PV 

 Clean Air Zone proposal is taking a lot of time – but it’s a distraction 

 Workshop on Air Quality monitoring 28 June 

Winchester 

 Young Poets’ Competition – see http://winacc.org.uk/young 

 Green Week - WinACC is leading in Winchester District from Monday 15 to 
Sunday 21 October in collaboration with the University, to showcase existing 
green activities within the Winchester district as well as to encourage local 
businesses and groups to have green themes for the week. This is a national 
initiative – see https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-week-of-
action-to-celebrate-clean-growth?utm_source=98e408f9-0df7-453d-82ae-

http://winacc.org.uk/young
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6b5a6290bfc9&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=immediate ) 

 Produced their latest annual report on the carbon footprint of Winchester 
District, to be discussed at the City Council’s Low carbon Board  

 New Winchester Movement Strategy is under development by County and City 
Councils – WinACC is optimistic that it will aim to reduce car movements and 
air pollution/transport emissions 

 Emphasis the need for high-level political influence to reduce carbon emissions 

 Want to do more to develop links with health people. Organised an event on 
Clean Air Day with some 15 partners including HCC and Winchester City Council 
– see excellent presentation on air quality and health, and the man findings 
and recommendations at http://winacc.org.uk/news/2018-05-15/winchester-
clean-air-day-21-june  

7. Next Hampshire Climate Action Network meetings 

Sat 13 October  10-12.30 Innovation Centre, Norden House, Basing View, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 4EB  (not 4HG is the post office code but only 4EB 
works on satnav!). The Innovation Centre is 5-10 minutes’ walk from the station, 
east along the route of the railway. Basing View is confusingly a circular road - 
Innovation House is close to the corner with Norn Hill on the north side. 

Sat 9 Feb 2019 in SE e.g. Portsmouth or Fareham if they can host. CH to invite 
them. 

Previously agreed: 

 We use the abbreviation HampshireCAN rather than HCAN  

 We meet every 4 months. 

 We rotate meetings to more venues. The “host” organisation for a meeting  will 
undertake to organise publicity, agenda etc. – Chris Holloway will record what 
needs to be done for each meeting. 

 We set dates and venues for two meetings in advance so people can put in 
diaries and the host can organise themselves. 

 Winchester Action on Climate Change will continue to host website 
(http://winacc.org.uk/topics/local-climate-projects/hampshire-climate-action-
network ). 

 All remind themselves of the simple Hampshire Climate Action Network 
"constitution". 

 The small steering group will liaise by email not meetings: Mark Hancock 
(Southampton), Chris Holloway (Winchester), Ann Mellor (Brockenhurst). Martin 
Heath of Basingstoke will be invited to join too. 
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