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1. Hampshire elections 
• Basingstoke will meanwhile organise a discussion (via email or meeting)on 

how to influence the local government elections on 4 May 2017  
• Next meeting Sat 6 May 2017 in Winchester 

 
2. New building and housing developments 

Ideas on how to influence: 

• Get your topics early on agendas  
• Get sustainability into Local Plan Pt2 
• Focus on specific developments 
• Get sustainability into the brief for each development 
• Build relationship with lead officers at Council for each development 
• Get ourselves onto any local group that influences developments 
• We need to convince developers they’ll make money 
• Look at non-housing aspects e.g. whether people are forced to drive 
• Make specific  comments e.g. how to join up cycle routes, not 

generalisations 
• Build an alliance with your local Civic Society (works well in E.Hants and 

Winchester). For example, Borden, where E. Hants have imposed 
requirements on developers 

• Involve the Health and Wellbeing Board to tackle “obesogenic” 
environments 

• Learn from other local districts  

 

3. Community Energy 
• Good examples: West-Solent Community Solar  
• People like visits to solar farms, wind etc. – publicise to councillors, 

universities, schools etc (and press?) - and shareholders if a community co-
op 

• Community Co-ops:  
1. Everyone who invests has one vote 
2. The assets are locked – i.e. can’t be sold to private sector  
3. People can invest between £50 and £100,000 
4. Makes money for investors and community, or other relevant projects 

• Lots of solar panels on lots of roofs aren’t as not as good as one big roof 
• Check the national grid can take the electricity you generate 
• See Elon Musk presentation on solar tiles and powerwall batteries 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRqSkR4ENAg&feature=youtu.be 
• A battery company on You and Yours on Monday had a system for £600 
• HCC now helps schools with solar panels 



 

4. Air pollution and transport 
• Need arterial as well as local cycle routes 
• Winchester equipment of fun “pollution poll” public survey available to 

borrow (see what it looks like and findings from WinACC on 2 Oct at 
http://winacc.org.uk/news/2016-10-06/winchester-poll-shows-majority-
more-pedestrianisation-city-centre) 

• Need to influence shopkeepers 
• Energy monitors can be useful though some are better than others – NERC, 

which channels government finance for research into air pollution, has a special issue of its 
regular news magazine devoted to that.  A useful article is the one in which some 
scientists checked the accuracy of the many cheap air-pollution meters on the market and 
found it woefully lacking www.nerc.ac.uk/planetearth 

• Monitoring needs to be over time – not just 24 hours but over  
• Use monitors to highlight issue + ask for a more thorough survey  
• Can HCC extend their school project outside WCC? 
• Use child safety as an argument for schools  
• Schools need a Travel Plan that can (e.g.) 

o Stagger leaving times  
o No drop-off parking nearby (Wildern School is a good example) 

• Children’s faces at level of exhaust pipes 
• Use health reports on air quality to build awareness – most important is 

https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/every-breath-we-take-
lifelong-impact-air-pollution 

• With 40,000 deaths a year nationally, how many does that make in your area? 
• How anti-car do we want to be? 
• Third highest cause of deaths in Hampshire is respiratory –  
• Link with your Health and Wellbeing Board  
• A good way to build awareness – has an effect now    
• CH write to HCC from HCAN about how cuts to buses add to social care costs 
• Heather will send info on town in Switzerland which made transport free 
• We’d like free buses for children 

 

5. Energy-saving for people on low incomes 
• Low-income families often headed by women with children – may need 

practical help 
• Energy-Alton do surveys 
• Sources of info on funding:  
o ask the Environment Centre in Southampton 
o Can get help from the Environment Centre for people in private housing 
o OFGem website – search for Energy Company Obligation  

• Get mney from Big Energy Saving Network – gives groups £5,000 and you can 
use how you like as long as you hit their targets 

• People don’t know the facts e.g. not keeping immersion heaters on, how 
thermostatic radiator valves work 

• Useful to feedback to social landlords 
• Contact Men in Sheds, if you have ones 



• Southampton Repair Café   
• WinACC website has info and downlards on zero– and low-cost ways to save 

energy at http://winacc.org.uk/topics/home-energy/low-no-cost-energy-
saving-options 

 

6. Is it worthwhile to run a Green Week? Lessons from Basingstoke 
• Needs to be on-going 
• Needs to offer  things that make a real difference (not just a meal once a 

year) 
• Need to cover expenses  
• Takes a lot of time to organise 
• Essential to get Council help – staff and budget e.g. £4,000 
• It builds influence with Council and public 
• Reaches maybe 200 people 
• Good to talk to people and hear from them and to recruit.  Also good to make 

connections with other groups e.g. to give a talk 
• Green Week cycle rides a waste of time but 10 stalls in town centre for one 

day useful.  
• Pop-up shop for 2 days 
• Start planning early – a year ahead 
• Get individual groups to put on own events – use as an umbrella for others 
• Encourages organisations to think what they can do through the rest of the 

year e.g. free abandoned bikes for students with repair workshop 
• Council hold networking evening 
• Think about the name  - ‘Green’? ‘Future’? ‘Sustainable’? 

 

7. Working across Hampshire 

To influence HCC and others, HCAN needs: 

Name – which we haveü 

Constitution which we have ü http://winacc.org.uk/hampshire-climate-action-
network-constitution 

Vision – what we’re aiming for 

Manifesto/objectives 

CH to do first one-page draft. 

CH will check with those on mailing list if ok for her to be spokesperson to liaise 
with HCC on behalf of HCAN, saying: 

• climate change doesn’t end at borough boundaries… 
• HCC needs a climate change champion – Rob Humby?  
• Can Rob Humby visit us + say what he plans to do?    

 

 
 



 


