
 
 

STAP Chair, Brian Shorter, CEng, CEnv, BSc (Hons) Civil Engineering (Bristol) and MSc Integrated 
Environmental Studies (Southampton) 
Brian Shorter spent about 30 years as a civil engineer involved in the design of highways, water 
supply schemes and related hydrology; mostly in Africa and South Asia. Subsequently for ten years 
he managed Environmental Impact Assessments of various types of developments in the UK and 
overseas, and was also concerned with the environmental aspects of the construction process. He 
has been a member of STAP for eight years and among the topics he has been involved in 
researching and writing about are transport emissions, wind turbines, food and wood burning 
stoves 

Robert Barnes, CEng, FIMechE, FEI, MSaRS. psc(n). 
Consulting Engineer in energy systems, energy efficiency and terotechnology Accredited by the 
Energy Institute register (www.energyinst.org/rpec). Lead assessor for 2015 and 2019 mandatory 
energy audits. RN first career included gas turbine development and Arctic trials, and propulsion 
controls. Studied general management at Henley, then MD of engineering company providing 
bespoke heat recovery systems, before starting an independent consulting practice. Expertise 
covered CHP and complex cycles on and offshore, heat pumps and chilled water plant. He produced 
many energy opportunity and technical surveys for the Carbon Trust, including River Park Leisure 
Centre, Hendy Group, Wilton Carpets and Hampshire County Council Schools. Published papers on 
safety in engineering, reliability centred maintenance, and quantified refrigerant leakage 
assessments. 

Paul Coverdale, BSc (Hons) Meteorology (Reading), PGDip Applied Meteorology and 
Oceanography (Plymouth), MSc Environmental Technology (Imperial College), FRMetS, FRSA 
Paul Coverdale was a meteorologist in the Royal Navy for 16 years, specialising in maritime and 
aviation meteorology. Following further study his chief interest is in sustainability and business, 
particularly the psychology of climate change at an individual and societal level. He founded Future 
Debates, a project designed to open dialogue around topical issues and challenges, partly with a 
view to exploring this area. He is a Fellow of both the Royal Meteorological Society and the Royal 
Society of Manufactures, Arts and Commerce, where he is a member of the Sustainability Network 
and runs the Winchester Network of Fellows. 

Michael Farmer, BSc, OU environment-related units 
Michael Farmer spent many years as a patent searcher. He is now a patent engineer and trainee 
patent attorney. 

David Knight, MA PhD (Cambridge), (Ex STAP Chair 2007 -2010) 
David Knight has carried out research in structural biology, biophysics and biochemistry and has 
taught Health and Environmental Science in universities including Cambridge, Copenhagen, 
Lancaster, Southampton, Oxford, London, and Winchester where he taught on an MA course on 
Climate Change. He has been a visiting professor in China, Japan and Denmark and visiting fellow at 
MRC Molecular Biology Laboratory in Cambridge. He is co-inventor of five implantable surgical 
devices and co-founder of three extant tissue repair device companies and remains a director of 
one of these (Orthox Ltd). He has over 250 publications in high impact journals including both 
Science and Nature. He has also worked for Oxfam on protein recovery from waste and has been 
involved in environmental activism since 1973 including: co-founding “Half-Life” in Lancaster; work 
on the nuclear fuel cycle for Greenpeace International; and work with “Cruise Watch”. He acts as a 
science advisor to a group of lawyers active in Climate Litigation.  

 
 



 
 

Dr Suzane Michelle Qassim, MEnvSci (Southampton), PhD (Durham) 
Dr Suzane Michelle Qassim is a Senior Advisor at Natural England, providing analysis and technical 
advice on environmental quality legislative and policy development for EU exit. She has an in-depth 
knowledge of hydrological/biogeochemical cycling, in addition to the fate and behaviour of 
pollutants in the environment. Suzie has a record of employing interdisciplinary, collaborative 
approaches in her work. More recently she delivered reduction in diffuse water and air pollution 
from agriculture as a Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer. Her research record includes: effects of 
upland vegetation management on water table depth, water quality and carbon fluxes; well 
integrity and methane emissions as part of the ReFINE project; flood vulnerability and adaptation 
and mitigation; farmer perceptions of agri-environment schemes; and vessel owner behaviours and 
estuarine heavy metals. Suzie joined STAP in 2016 and has been involved in researching and writing 
about water and food and sheep emissions.  
 
Alison Skillen, WinACC Climate Change Officer, currently completing  BSc (Hons) Environmental 
Management and Technology degree, Open University. 
Previously Alison was a Senior Design Engineer for Arqiva, after starting out through a network 
operations training program for AT&T.  She went onto to specialise in Cisco IP network design and 
build including the current UK DAB radio network and the telemetry network for the current Digital 
Terrestrial TV platform. After having children she became very interested in sustainability in design, 
primarily through several house renovation projects and so started an environmental degree with 
the OU. She has been working for WInACC for 15 months on community engagement programmes 
and is particularly interested in the translation of complex scientific and technical information into 
something meaningful for the public. 
 
Robin Speed, BA Maths Cambridge, presently following OU course on environmental science and 
associated practical hands-on work 
Robin Speed previously worked as a computer programmer for Microsoft. 

Dr. Bob Whitmarsh, BSc (Hons), PhD (Cambridge), former CGeol. (Ex STAP Chair 2011-2016) 
Dr Bob Whitmarsh retired in 2001 from a career in marine geophysics during which he authored/co-
authored numerous research publications and led many research cruises worldwide. He has broad 
knowledge of oceanographic matters and since retirement has become actively interested in 
climate change and energy use in homes and offices. For STAP/WinACC he has written about 
nuclear energy, road vehicle emissions and carbon footprinting among several topics as well as 
producing an annual report for Winchester City Council on the direct emissions of Winchester 
district. In 2017 he published a book ‘Achieving a low-carbon household’. He is a visiting professor 
at the National Oceanography Centre, Southampton. 


