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The Rubbish Game         
The aim  

 To learn what can be recycled, where, while having fun - those taking part and the 
others watching 

Equipment  

 5 pop up baskets of different colours 

 Signs for the baskets which say 

 Green bin 

 Black Bin 

 Bottle bank 

 Textiles bin 

 Charity shop 

 anything else relevant to your local situation 

 Masking tape to map out the game area 

 Leader board and white board pen 

 Signs to advertise the game (and the rules!) 

 A stop watch (or a phone with a timer) 

 Prizes: 

 Small e.g. sweets, Recycle for Hampshire freebies  

 Medium sized toys  

 Large sized toy  (see below for how to win the prizes) 

 A big bag with ~45 pieces of rubbish 

 A frame with “Roll up, Roll up” sign 

Setting Up 

 Identify a space of 4m by 3m (or as close to this as the pitch size allows) 

 Set as below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mark point with masking tape (two starting point: one for little children, one for 
older children and adults) 

Baskets 

Signs for 
baskets 

Table with prizes 

Masking tape 

Bag of 
rubbish 

3 m 
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 Place bag of rubbish next to starting point. 

 Put “bins” at the other end. If windy,  peg ‘bins’ down to grass carefully or place 
weights in bottom of ‘bins’ 

 Put up signs to advertise the game 

 Display the leader board 

 Display prizes – small ones in bag on floor, medium on table, and large enticingly at 
back (separated) 

 Set up a-frame (see below image) with “Roll up!” sign on it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Rubbish Game at the Hat Fair 2015 

How to run the game 
Cost 20p (or whatever you prefer) 

Attract people as they walk past, by ask if want to win a prize and learn about recycling. 
Explain that they need to sort as many pieces of rubbish into the right bins in 60 seconds.  

The rules: 

 60 seconds to recycle as many things as you can 

 You cannot move the bag over the line 

 You can only take two things as once 

 You can play in pairs or as an individual 

 Judge’s decision is final!  

Start the stop watch and set them off. Once the 60 seconds is up, one helper holds up the 
things in each bin and counts what is correct and what is incorrect, the other keeps count.  

They get a point for each correct item 

Prizes 

 Under 10 (individual) or 20 (pair) = sweet, Hampshire recycling item 

 Over 10 (individual) or 20 (pair) = medium toy 

 Highest score of the day so fair (see leaderboard to check) – large toy – this will get 
harder as the day goes on! 


